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Windows 7 - Should You Upgrade?

The short answer is yes but
keep reading to find out how it
will help you and what the ramifi-
cations might be. Windows 7 is
the best operating system since
XP and has loads of features and
security enhancements. Here
are a few things to consider be-

fore upgrading.

I. If you still have XP - If
you still have Windows XP you
are two versions behind at this
point and there will be a learning
curve to deal with. You must
wipe out your system and do a
fresh reload. There may be is-
sues with drivers for legacy de-
vices so this may be something
that you would want to have
Computer Doctors

with.

help you

2. If you have Vista - Ifyou

have Vista you can upgrade to
Windows 7 but only to the same
version you currently have in-

Windows 7 is the the most
stable, secure operating sys-

tem since Windows XP.

stalled. For instance, if you have
Vista Home 32-bit you can up-
grade to Windows 7 Home 32-
bit but not to Windows 7 Home
64-bit or Windows 7 Pro. If you

Is Facebook Sale?

Facebook is an incredible tool
that has totally changed the way
people communicate with each
other. As with any tool it can be
used for good or for bad. There
will always be people out there
who try to abuse a good thing
and Facebook, the largest social
networking site, is no exception.

Facebook is safe if you use it
wisely. Wise Facebook users will
question anything that has a link
in it, even if it comes from some-
one you know. You are probably
NOT in a video so DON'T open.
Your friend is NOT out of town
Do not fall
They seem so

with a stolen wallet.
for these things.

can upgrade then this is some-
thing that you can do yourself.
Make sure you back up your data
first, however. If you cannot
upgrade then you will have to
wipe and reload your computer

from scratch.

3. Features - Stability is the
biggest thing. This is by far the
most stable operating system
from Microsoft. Other features
include full 64-bit support, Home
Group easy networking for shar-
ing files, improved Windows
Search that will search for an
item in your files and your emalil,

and an improved taskbar.

4. Price - Prices for Windows
7 range from $159 for the Home
Premium to $279 for Ultimate.
Home users should get Home
Premium and go for the 64-bit.

real but they are pranks. If you

think it ‘strange don’t click on it.

[OMIUTER
(0CTO =



PAGE 2

IE 9 General Availa-
bility is Scheduled for
Early 2011

“Photoshop CSS5 is

hands down the
best photo editing
software on the

market today”

What's New n Internet Explorer 97

The world’s most popular
browser is about to get even
more features. Here is what
you can expect to see in Inter-
net Explorer 9.

Pinned Sites —You will
now be able to pin a particular
website to your taskbar for
quick and easy access..

Download Manager — IE9
will come with a built-in down-
load manager that can keep
track of all downloads and let
you pause a download to con-
tinue later.

Advisor—
Ever wonder why your brows-
IE9 will
now tell you what add-ons are

Performance
er is slow to load?

consuming all the resources.

Improved Search—Now
searches can be done from the
address bar so you can type
www.nba.com or you can type
just NBA and a search will be
done for NBA.

Enhanced Tabs—Tabs can
now be torn off and dragged
into a new window for side by
side viewing.

Hardware Acceleration—
IE9 now uses the graphics
processor for graphics heavy
tasks like video to deliver fast-
er performance.

Bottom line is that these
features are welcome improve-
ments to go along with IE’s
already impressive lists of fea-
tures. One thing to be aware
of though is that IE9 is not
going to work on Windows
XP so to take advantage of
these features you will have to
upgrade to Windows 7.

best Software for Photo Editing

Photos are everywhere these
days and almost every cell
phone has a camera on it. But
once you take these pictures
what can you use to edit them?
Here are some of the options
available to you.

Free—There are several
free programs out there but
Paint.net seems to be the one
to get. You can download it
from www.getpaint.net. An-

Is Someone

If you use wireless internet
form home you may be at risk
of someone stealing your wire-
less signal and hack your com-
puters. If you don’t have your
wireless connection secured
then it is almost a certainty
that someone has stolen your
signal at one point in time.

You can protect yourself by

DOCTOR’S NOTES

other option is Photoshop
Express, a free online tool
from Adobe that can be found
at www.photoshop.com.

Amateur—Adobe Photoshop
Elements is very good and will
run you less than $100. This
program will give you many of
the features of Photoshop but
at a fraction of the cost. You
can crop photos, remove red-
eye, cover up blemishes, and

much more.

Professional—Photoshop
CS5 is hands down the best
photo editing software availa-
ble. This has so many features
that you could make a career
out of using this tool. If you
are a web developer, profes-
sional photographer or just a
technology junkie this is the
“must have” tool for you.
Cost for CS5 is around $500.

Stealing Your Wi-Fi?

setting a password on your
wireless router and using en-
cryption. This will keep most
people out but you can even
go one step further. To run in
what | call STEALTH mode
you can hide your SSID. This
is a setting in the router that
will not show your wireless
signal as one that is available to

connect to. That way no one
will even know it is available to
try to hack into. The only
issue with this is that you have
to remember your SSID so
that you can manually type it in
when you need to make a new
wireless connection on a new
computer or for a guest trying
to connect to your network.
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boogle Introduces Instant Search

Google

Information at

www.google.com/instant

As of September Google intro-
duced Instant Search, which starts
listing search results as you type.
For instance, when you go to
Google.com and type “C” then
results for the most popular pages
that begin with “C” will appear. In
this case it is Craigslist. When |

continue by adding “O” | get Cost-
co.

Try it out and see what comes up
for you. The goal is to help you
find what you are looking for faster
and without having to even finish
typing the entire search request. It
was meant to speed up searching,
but could be slightly distracting to
some who become curious about
what would come up after each
keystroke.

Google's Instant Search doesn’t

work in all browser, however. It is
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What 1s Facebook Places?

Places is a new feature to Facebook
that will allow people to check-in
to a specific geographical location
and let others know that they are
there or that they have been some-
where.  Currently this will only
work with iPhones and on the iPad.
Currently the iPad only works with
a downloaded app named Friendly.

Remember that Facebook was
originally created just for college

kids so to fully understand this you
have to think as they do. It is cool
to announce where you are to all
your friends such as at the best
party, concert or restaurant. Using
the GPS coordinates from your
iPhone, you can check-in at a loca-
tion and your update will appear on
your friend’s News Feed letting
You
can also tag your friends as being at

them know where you're at.

enabled by default at the Google
search page, but because it depends
on code that runs on the user's
machine. At present it works only
on Firefox 3.x, Safari 5.x, and |E 8.x
as well as on Chrome. One notable
exception is the Opera browser;
presumably a feature to come later.

Google's announcement stated
that Instant Search will eventually
be available on mobile browsers

for smart phones and tablets.

the location.

It sounds cool if you are in

same

college but many adults are
seeing the potential for abuse in
this new feature.  Thankfully
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there is a way to disable these
features and set your privacy
settings. To find out more
about disabling Places on your
iPhone go to Google and search
for Disable Facebook Places.

112 ™
wewty mas Facebook HQ

Check

Recent Activity
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How to Boost Your Website on Google

Google is by far the most dominant
search engine and if you can get
your website listed high on Google
it is worth more to you than the
best position in the phone book.
Here are some ideas that will help
you get your website listed higher.

|. Be Wordy. Make sure your
website has plenty of relevant con-
tent. The more text related to the

topic of interest that you have the
higher your site will appear. This is
the number one thing that you can
do to improve your placement.

2. Renew Your Domain.
Google looks at how many years
your domain is registered for and

boosts your rankings accordingly

3. Hit the Links. Links are very
important to being ranked high.

Get as many websites to link to you
as possible.

4. Be Fresh. Fresh content will
help your position in the search
engines. Update your site regularly
with new and relevant content.

5. Titles are Important. This
one is so easy but so many web-
sites fail to do this. Make sure each
page has its own title.
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Store #I
2815 N loop 1604 E
San Antonio, TX 78232

Store #2
28255 IH-10 West
Boerne, TX 78006

Store |: 210-491-2710
Store 2: 210-853-5333
Toll Free: 877-445-5362
Fax: 210-491-2019

doc@sacdr.com

cdrsales@sacdr.com

Computer Doctors offers computer and laptop
repair, web design & hosting, search engine op-
timization or SEO, computer forensics & pri-
vate investigations, data recovery, networking,
computer sales and computer component and
peripheral sales. We have technicians covering
all of central Texas from Austin to San Antonio

and from Kervrville to Seguin.

If you have a comment, question, or a topic you
want discussed on the next newsletter then
drop us an email at doc@sacdr.com with your
topic and we will be sure to include it. Please
include your name and town and you will get

credit for your comments.
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Save 50% or More on Your Next Service

Introducing the Computer Doctor
customer referral program. Some of
the best advertising is word of mouth
and to show our thanks to you we
are offering up to one free hour of
service for every customer referral.

Here’s how the program works.

If you refer a business to computer
doctor and that company does busi-
ness with us then you receive one
free hour of walk-in service on your
next visit to be used with in 6
months.

If you refer a residential or walk-in
user to us then you will receive a free
half hour of walk-in service on your
next visit to be used with in 6

months.

The more you refer us the more you
save on future service. Keep spread- o
ing the good word.

This is our way to say THANKS to
our loyal customers. °

Tell a friend and save money

210-491-2710

DETAILS:

e Referred customer must be a

paying customer

Referred customer must men-

tion that they were referred by
you at or before the time of the
service call

Free service is for LABOR only

o  Free service is for Walk-in ser-

vice only and not for home or
business service

e  Cannot be used in conjunction

with other programs, coupons
or discounts

° Not redeemable for cash
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